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PREFACE

FOR a number of years it has been borne in upon me by experience in
teaching and in conversation with colleagues that an urgent Egyptological
requirement of the present day is an Egyptian dictionary which on the
one hand shall contain those words which a third-year undergraduate or
an epigraphist in the field is most likely to meet in the course of his
regular work, with textual or bibliographical references, and yet which
shall be sufficiently concise to be reasonably portable and not exces-
sively costly. In the nature of things no attempt to combine these in-
compatibles can be wholly successful, but the need for such a book
seemed to me to demand that the effort be made; apart from the in-
valuable Vocabulary to Sir Alan Gardiner’s Egyptian Grammar there is
no modern dictionary of Ancient Egyptian in English, and no modern
general vocabulary in any tongue which provides references apart from
the costly Worterbuch der dgyptischen Spracke in several volumes, which
is not only the very reverse of portable, but is also beyond the reach of
most students and scholars of the present day, who to consult it must
perforce have access to a specialized library. This book is therefore
addressed primarily to the younger practitioners of Egyptology, though
it is hoped that others may sometimes find it useful.

The present work has been designed as a concise dictionary of Middle
Egyptian, since it is that phase of the language which has the widest
general application. For the purpose of this book the term ‘Middle
Egyptian’ has been taken as including texts from the Heraclcopolitan
period to the end of the Eighteenth Dynasty, omitting the Late Egyptian
locutions which begin to appear from the reign of Amenophis I onward.
This exclusion applies also to words or meanings not recorded before
the Nineteenth Dynasty, with a few exceptions the reasons for which
will be clear. It has proved desirable, however, to include references to
Old Egyptian sources rather more frequently, since these at times shed
light on the original significance of a word or provide instances of obvious
relevance to Middle Egyptian usage; also the older texts often show the
basic forms of words that have undergone phonetic change by the Middle
Kingdom. On the other hand, old words which do not appear to occur in
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- Middle Egyptian texts have not been recorded here apart from a very
few instances where the reason for inclusion will again be obvious. On
the other hand, certain Middle Egyptian words and phrases have been
omitted by intent. These comprise most of the technical terms of the
mathematical and medical texts which do not belong to everyday par-
lance; for these, the specialized works on such texts should be consulted.
In order to save space I have omitted also those words whose meaning
is unknown, as well as’ the names of unidentified species of animals,
plants, and minerals; the broad categories of these items can often be
gathered from the determinatives, and their inclusion would have added
unprofitable bulk to the book. When such words have been included, it
is usually because they have received discussion in print. The names of
only the most important deities and localities have been noted; for the
others, works on religion and geography should be consulted.

The method adopted to display the words is in essence that of the
Vocabulary to Gardiner's Egyptian Grammar ; first comes what may be
considered a typical writing of the word in question, and this is followed
by (a) the transliteration into modern characters; (b) the meaning,
marked with a double underline; (c) a reference or references to texts
displaying that meaning, or to works where the word is discussed ; and
(d) variant writings, also with references. These last do not pretend to be
exhaustive, but display only significant differences; thus the occasional
omission of a determinative, or the interchange of ¥, «, and . have
not usually been noted. In those scenes from tombs where we sce pic-
tures of animals and the like with their names written above them, I have
where possible treated these pictures as determinatives, justifying this
course by the close interdependence of script and picture in Ancient
Egypt.

The alphabetic arrangement of this dictionary is that usual in works
of this nature, with the proviso that [ have followed Gardiner in treating
— and | as one letter 5. Where the existence of original — (2) can be
established from Old Egyptian texts, the earlier reading has been indi-
cated in brackets at the first occurrence of a stem, e.g. 3sh (3zh). Apart
from such instances, the interchange of — and I as sole variant has
usually not been noted. Following the practice of Erman and Grapow,
Warterbuch der dgyptischen Sprache, causative verbs in s have been
entered under that letter and not under the parent stem,
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In order to attain maximum compression, the meanings given do not
attempt to indicate the finer nuances, but generally are on broad lines;
in some more important instances the provision of a larger number of
references than usual will enable the student who looks them up to
ascertain for himself something of the finer shades of meaning. On the
other hand, there are words such as sp and shr where the demands of
clarity have necessitated the quotation of original passages, usually in
transliteration. The bibliographical references to be found scattered
throughout this book, sometimes as a ‘blanket’ citation covering the
whole range of meaning of a word, are mostly confined to the last half-
century, the earliest work to be cited extensively being Gardiner's Ad-
monitions of an Egyptian Sage (Leipzig, 1909). As a rule, though not
invariably, a given citation refers to the most recent discussion of a word.
The variant writings, if any, are normally collected at the end of each
article, but often they are embodied in the text in order to avoid an
unnecessary repetition of references.

The abbreviations employed are explained in the lists which follow.
Since the nature of a word is usually obvious at a glance, such abbrevia-
tions as n. (noun), adj. (adjective), and the like have been inserted only
where circumstances demand them ; the adjective-verb has been dcemed
to be but an extension of its basic adjective and has not been distinguished
from it. Among the verbs, only the geminatae and ultimae infirmac
classes have been specificd as such; all unspecified verbs are to be
regarded as immutable. :

In a compilation such as the present work, containing more than 5,000
entries, the compiler in the nature of things owes much indeed to the
researches of others. To mention names here would be invidious, but a
glance at the list of works cited will show clearly enough the extent
to which the present author has depended on the labours of other
scholars, and to all such, whether personally known or unknown to him,
he now makes due acknowledgement. To the Trustees of Sir Alan
Gardiner's Settlement for Egyptological Purposes is owed an especial
debt of gratitude, inasmuch as it is they who have made possible the
publication of this work at a very moderate price.

R.O0. FAULKNER
October, 1961



ABBREVIATIONS OF LEXICOGRAPHICAL TERMS

abbr.
adj.
anat.
art.
aux.

c.
caus.
coll.
comp.
dep.
det.
encl.

f.

fig.
foll.
gem,
gen.
imper.
inf.
infin.
interj.
interrog.
intrans,
L.E.
L.Eg.
lit.

m.
math,
med.
M.K.
n.

n. div.

abbreviation.
adjective.
anatomical.
article.
auxiliary.
common gender.
causative,
collective.
compound.
dependent.
determinative.
enclitic,
feminine.

figure, figurative.
following, followed.
geminatae.
genitival.
imperative,
infirmae.
infinitive.
interjection.
interrogative,
intransitive.
Lower Egypt.
Late Egyptian.
literally.
masculine. ,
mathematical.
medical.

Middle Kingdom,
noun, note.
nomen divi.

neg.
n. loc,
non-encl.
num.
obj.
0.K.
ord.
o's

P.

P- PP
part.
pl.
poss.
prep.
pron.
qu.
q.v.
restd.
It.

sg.
sim.
s’one
s’thing
suff.
s.v.
trans.
U.E.
var., varr,
vb.

vs,
wig.

negative.
nomen loci.
non-enclitic.
numeral.
object.

Old Kingdom.
ordinal.
one’s.
Papyrus,
page(s).
particle.
plural; plate of publication,
possessive.
preposition.
pronoun.
quoted.
quod vide.
restored.
recto.
singular.
similarly,
someone.
something.
suffix.

sub voce.
transitive.
Upper Egypt.
variant(s),
verb.

verso,
writing.



ABBREVIATIONS OF TEXTS AND BOOKS CITED

Act. Or.
Adm.

AEQ
Ag. Stud.

Alphabet

Amarna
Anc. Eg.
Ann. Serv.
Barns, Ashm.
Barns, Ram.
Bauer

Breasted, Development
Brunner, Siut

Bull,

Caminos, Lit. Frag.
Caminos, L.-Eg. Misc.
Cenotaph

Ch.B. I

Ch. B. Text

COA

CT

D. el B.

D. el B. (XI).
D, el Geb.
Dav. Ptah,
Dav. Rekh
Dend.
Desh.
Dream-book
Eb.

Edel

EHT

Erldut.
Garten.

Acta Orientalia. :

Admonitions of an Egyptian Sage, P. Leyden 344, quoted by column
and line. Quotations by page of Gardiner's edition (e.g. Adm.
p- 99) refer to the writing-board BM §645. For the commentary
on these texts see GAS below.

A. H. Gardiner, Ancient Egyptian Onomastica, text volumes.

Agyptologischen Studien, ed. O, Firchow (Festschrift in honour of
H. Grapow).

K. Sethe, Der Ursprung des Alphabets, in Nachrichten . . . Géttingen,
1916. :

N. de G. Davies, The Rock Tombs of El Amarna.

Ancient Egypt (journal).

Annales du Service des Antiquités de I'Egypte.

J. W. B. Bamns, The Ashmolean Ostracon of Sinuhe.

1d., Five Ramesseum Papyri.

F. Vogelsang, Kommentar zu den Klagen des Bauern.

E. A. W. Budge, The Book of the Dead, 1898 edition. Vol. I, Text.

P. E. Newberry, El Bersheh.

1d., Beni Hasan. :

British Museum stelae, &c., quoted by the old registration numbers.

. H. Breasted, Development of Religion and Thought in Ancient Egypt.

H. Brunner, Die Texte aus den Gréibern der Herakleopolitenzeit von
Siut.

Bulletin de I Institut frangais d’archéologie orientale du Caire.

R. A. Caminos, Literary Fragments in the Hieratic Seripe.

1d., Late-Egyptian Miscellanies.

H. Frankfort, The Cenotaph of Seti 1.

A. H. Gardiner, The Chester Beatty Papyri No. 1. R
1d., Hieratic Papyri in the British Museum, Third Series. Chester
Beatty Gift. Vol. 1. Text. -t

T. E. Peet and others, City of Akhenaten.

A. de Buck, The Egyptian Coffin Texts.

E. Naville, The Temple of Deir el Bahari.

1d., The XIth Dynasty Temple at Deir ¢l Bahari.

N. de G. Davies, The Rock Tombs of Deir el Gebrawsi.

Id., The Mastaba of Ptakhetep and Akhethetep at Saqqareh.

Id., The Tomb of Rekh-mi-Rét at Thebes.

W. M. F, Petrie, Dendereh.

1d., Deshasheh.

Chester Beatty Papyri No. 111,

The Ebers Medical Papyrus,

E. Edel, Altagyptische Grammatik, Vol. 1.

A. H. Gardiner, Egyptian Hieratic Texts of the New Kingdom. The
Papyrus Anastasi I and the Papyrus Koller.

K. Sethe, Eriduterung zu den aegyptischen Lesestiichen.

L. Keimer, Die Gartenpflanen im alten Agypten.



xiv ABBREVIATIONS OF TEXTS AND BOOKS CITED

GAS
Gauthicr, Dict. géogr.
L%

GES

Giza

GNS
Goyon

Gr.

Griff. Kah.

Hamm.

Harris
Hatnub
Helck

Herdsm.

Hier.
Hier. Les.
Hier, Pal.
Hymen

Tkhekhi
Inser. dédic.
lTousya
Israel .
JEA
JINES
JRAS
Kamosé
Ken-amin

Komm. Pyr,

Koptos

L. to D,
Lac. Sare,
Leb.

Les.

Leyd.
Lischt
MukK.

Meir

Mel. Masp.
Mereruka
Merikarér
Mill,

A. H. Gardiner, Admonitions of an Egyptian Sage, commentary.

H. Gauthier, Dictionnaire des noms géographiques contenus dans les
textes hiéroglyphigues:

B. Gunn, Studies in Egyptian Syntax.

H. Junker, Giza.

A. H. Gardiner, Notes on the Story of Sinuhe.

G. Goyon, Inscriptions rupestres du Wadi Hammamat.

A. H. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar, 3rd edition.

F. L1 Griffith, Hieratic Papyri from Kahun and Gurob, text volume.
For the individual papyri see under P. Kah.

J. gouyat and P. Montet, Les Inscriptions hidroglyphiques et
hiératiques du Ouadi Hammdmar.

The Harris Papyrus No. I, ed. W. Erichsen:

R. Anthes, Die Felsinschriften von Hatnub.

H. W. Helck, Der Einfluss der Militérfiihrer in der 18. dgyptischen
Dynastie. .

The Herdsman's Tale, A. H. Gardiner, Die Erzéhlung des Sinube und
die Hirtengeschichte, pls. 16-17.

F. L1, Griffith, 4 Collection of Hieroglyphs.

G. Méller, Hieratische Lesestiicke Jilr den akademischen Gebrauch.

1d., Hieratische Paldographie.

A. Erman, Hymnen an des Diadem der Pharaonen, in Abhandlungen
der kéniglichen preussischen Akademie . . . 1911,

T. G. H. James, The Mastaba of Khentika called Ikhekhi.

H. Gauthier, La Grande Inscription dédicatoire d' Abydos,

E. Naville, The Funeral Papyrus of louiya.

Stela of Meneptah naming Isracl, Spiegelberg, ZAS 34, 1.

Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.

Journal of Near Eastern Studies.

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society.

Stela of King Katnos# referring to the war against the Hyksos.

N. de G. Davies, The Tombd of Ken-amiin at Thebes.

K. Scthe, Ubersetzung und Kommentar xu den altagyptischen Pyra-
midentexten,

W. M. F. Petrie, Koptos.

A. H. Gardiner and K. Sethe, Egyptian Letters to the Dead.

P. Lacau, Sarcophages antérievrs au Nouvel Empire.

A. Erman, Gesprdch eines Lebensmiiden mit seiner Seele, in Abhand-
lungen der kbnmiglichen preussischen Akademie . . ., 1896 ; revised text
JEA 42, 22 f.

K. Sethe, Aegyptische Lesestiicke zum Gebrauch in akademischen
Unterricht.

Stelae, &c., in the Leyden Muscum, quoted by Muscum number.

J. E. Gautier and G. Jéquier, Mémoire sur les fouilles de Lischt.

A. Erman, Zauberspriiche fiir Mutter und Kind, in Abhandlungen der
kéniglichen preussischen Akademse . . ., 1901,

A. M. Blackman, Tke Rock Tombs of Meir.

Meélanges Maspero.

Chicago University Oriental Institute, The Mastaba of Mereruka.

The Teaching for King Merikarée, P. Leningrad 1116A.

The Teaching of Ammenemes I to His Son, P. Millingen.

ABBREVIATIONS OF TEXTS AND BOOKS CITED xv

Misc. Acad. Berol.
Miut. deussch. Inst.
Naga ed-Dér
Nauri

Nav. Todtb.
Neferhotep

Neferts
Northampton

P. Berd. . ..
P. Boul. XVIII

P. Ed. Smith

P. Kah.

P. Ram.
P, Wilbour
Paheri

Peas.
Piankhi
Plural

Posener

Pr.
PSBA
P (L. 1)

P (L IT)
Pyr.

Qadech

RB

Rec. Champ.

Rec. trav.

Rekh.

Rev. d'¢g.
Rhind

Rifeh

RIH

Sah.

Sagq. Mast.
SDT
Sebekkhu
Sethe, Amun

Sethe, L;;f

Sethe, Rechis

Miscellanea Academica Berolinensis, 1950.

Mitteilungen des deutschen Instituts au Kairo.

D. Dunham, Naga ed-Dér Stelae.

F. LL Griffith, The Abydos Decree of Seti I, in JEA 13, 193 .~

E. Naville, Das égyptische Todtenbuch der XV III bis XX Dynastie.

M. Pieper, Die grosse Inschrift des Konigs Neferhotep in Abydos,

The Prophecies of Neferti, P. Leningrad 1116B. !

The Marquis of Northampton and others, Report on Some Excavations
in the Theban Necropolis during the Winter of 1898-9.

Berlin Papyrus No. . ..

Boulaq Papyrus No. XVIII, quoted by the section numbers of
Scharfl’s transcription, ZAS s1, 1** fl.

J. H. Breasted, The Edwin Smith Medical Papyrus, commentary.
For references to the original text see under Sm.

F. L. Griffith, Hieratic Papyri from Kahun and Gurob, plate volume.

Ramesseum Papyri, ed. J. W. B. Barns.

A. H. Gardiner, The Wilbour Papyrus, Vol. 11 (commentary).

J.J. Tylor and F. L1 Griffith, The Tomb of Paheri at Ei-Kab, bound
with E. Naville, Ahnas el Medineh.

The Story of the Eloquent Peasant.

The stela of victory of King Piankhi.

R. O. Faulkner, The Plural and Dual in Old Egyptian.

G. Posener, Catalogue des Ostraca hiératiques littéraires de Deir el
Médineh.

The Prisse Papyrus,

Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeology,

P. Brit. Mus. 10371/435 (duplicate text of The Maxims of Ptahhotep
in the Prisse Papyrus).

P. Brit. Mus. 10509 (as above).

K. Sethe, Die gltagyptischen Pyramidentexte.

C. Kuentz, Bataille de Qadech.

A. de Buck, Egyptian Reading-book.
Recueil d'ctudes égyprologiques dedides & la mémoire de Jean-Frangois
Champollion . . . .
Recueil de travaux relatifs & la philologie et & I'archéologie c‘gyptiqmes
et assyriennes.

P. E. Newberry, The Life of Rekhmara.

Revue d'dgyptologie.

T. E. Peet, The Rhind Mathematical Papyrus.

W. M. F. Petrie, Rifeh and Gizeh.

E. de Rouge, Inscriptions hiéroglyphiques copites en Egypts.

L. Borchardt, Das Grabdenkmal des Konigs Sazhu-rer.

M. A. Murray, Saqqara Mastabas.

K. Sethe, Dramatische Texte zu den altégypiischen Mysterienspielen.

T. E. Peet, The Stela of Sebekhkhu.

K. Scthe, Amun und die acht Urgétter von Hermopolis, in Abhand-
lungen der preussichen Akademie . . ., 1929.

Id., Altagyptische Vorsteilungen von Lauf der Sonnme, in Sitzungs-
berichte der preussischen Akademie . . ., 1928.

1d., Die dgyptischen Ausdrucken fiir rechts und links . . . in Nachrichten
... Géttingen, 1922,



xvi ABBREVIATIONS OF TEXTS AND BOOKS CITED

Sethe, Steine

Sethe, Zahley

Sh. 8.
Sheikh Said
Sin.

Sinai

Siut
Sm.

Stud. Griff,
T. Carn.
Tarkhan I
Teti Cem.
Th.T. S.

K. Sethe, Dic Bau- und Denkmalsteine der alten Agypten und ihre
Namen, in Sitxungsberichte der preussischen Akademie . . ., 1933.
I1d., Von Zahlen und Zahlworten bei den alten Agyptern, in Schriften
der Wissenschaftlichen Gesellschaft Strassburg, 1916.

The Story of the Shipwrecked Satlor, P. Leningrad 11135,

N. de G. Davies, The Rock Tombs of Sheskh Said.

The Story of Sinuhe.

A. H. Gardiner and T. E, Peet, The Inscriptions of Sinai, 2nd edition,
revised by J. Cerny, quoted by inscription number.

F. L1 Griffith, The Inscriptions of S§ifit and Der Rifeh, quoted through-
out by plate number. -

The Edwin Smith Medical Papyrus. For the commentary of Breas-
ted’s edition see P. Ed. Smith above.

Studies Presented to F. Ll. Griffith,

Carnarvon Tablet No. 1, see A. H., Gardiner, JEA 3, o5 fi.

W. M. F. Petrie and others, Tarkhan I and Memphis V.,

C. M. Firth and B. Gunn, Teti Pyramid Cemeteries,

Theban Tombs Series.

1. Nina de G. Davies and A. H. Gardiner, The Tomb of Amenembhat.

1I. Norman and Nina de G. Davies, The Tomb of Antefoker and his Wife Senet.

1L 1d., The Tombs of Two Officials of Tuthmosis 1V,

1V. Nina de G. Davies and A, H. Gardiner, The Tomb of Huy.

V. Nina and Norman de G. Davies, The Tombs of Menkheperrarsond, Amenmasé and

Another.

Ti \
Top. Cat,

TR
Unters.

Urk. 1.

v,

V.

VIL.
Wb.
Weste.
WZKM
Wortforschung

Zdba
ZAS
ZDMG

G. Steindorff, Das Grab des Ti.

A. H. Gardiner and A. E, P, Weigall, 4 Topographical Catalogue of
the Private Tombs of Thebes.

P, Lacau, Textes religieux égyptiens, quoted by spell number and line.

K. Sethe, Untersuchungen zur Geschichte und Altertumskunde
Agyptens.

K. Sethe, Urkunden des alten Reichs.

Id., continued by W. Helck; Urkunden der 18. Dynastie.

H, Grapow, Religitse Urkunden.

K. Sethe, Urkunden des mittleren Reicks.

A. Erman and H. Grapow, Worterbuch der dgyptischen Sprache.

Tales of the Magicians in the Westcar Papyrus.

Wiener Zeitschrift fiir die Kunde des Morgenlandes.

A. Erman and others, Zur dgyptische Wortforschung, in Abhandlungen
der deuischen Akademie. . . .

Z. Ziba, Les Maximes de Ptahhotep.

Zeitschrift fur dgyptische Sprache und Altertumshunde.

Zeitschrift der deutschen morgenlindischen Gesellschafi.
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